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“Curlew Action is a small charity with a big vision. By working together with partners and policy
makers, we can make a real difference to conservation and to re-engaging the next generation with
the natural world around them.”

- Mary Colwell, Founder and Director



Giving Curlews a secure future through advocacy, supporting
conservation efforts, engaging with science and policy,
highlighting the cultural importance of curlews, and by
promoting natural history education.

OUR MISSION

OUR WORK

Awareness and advocacy - influencing policy makers,
outreach to the landowning community
Information and inspiration – events, podcasts, social
media campaigns, films, webinars, music and art
Supporting on-the-ground actions – funding locally-based
projects,  providing practical resources for conservation.

We believe we can achieve more by working with others, so our
guiding principles are collaboration, inspiration, and outreach,
to encourage balanced and public-facing discussions.



CURLEWS IN THE UK AND EUROPE
The Eurasian Curlew is in catastrophic decline. It faces habitat loss,
predation and the effects of climate change - some of the greatest
environmental challenges in the UK. We have already made great
strides in raising awareness of the need to protect these beautiful
ground nesting birds. 

Our webinar series, Lessons from the Cuw, is under way. We continue
to contribute to small Curlew conservation projects, especially those
unsupported by large organisations. We are expanding our outreach to
children through our Junior Curlew Network, and we are developing
other school initiatives. 

In addition, Curlew Action is committed to extending our Eurasian
Curlew outreach across Europe. Curlews use whole landscapes and fly
across continents. By collaborating with European colleagues, we can
gain a greater understanding of Curlew conservation across borders,
learn from European projects and share resources to create a healthier
landscape for people and wildlife.

Lessons from the Curlew



CURLEWS AROUND THE WORLD

The world has already lost two species of Curlew and the
remaining species face global threats – hunting, development
and climate change.  The Far Eastern Curlew is the most critically
endangered, in both its wintering and breeding grounds. The
American Long-billed Curlew has suffered dramatic range
reduction and is illegally targeted by recreational shooters. And
along the east coast of America, the Hudsonian Whimbrel is
threatened by habitat loss, hunting and climate change, which is
increasing the intensity and frequency of storms along its
migration route.

We are extending our outreach to encompass all Curlew species,
reaching out to international partners to join forces in raising
awareness, exchanging resources, advocacy and learning.



NATURE EDUCATION

Curlew Action Education will build on the establishment of the GCSE in Natural History,
announced by the UK government in April 2022, and due to be taught in schools from
September 2025. This is an important and exciting time for nature education, which at
last has a place in the national curriculum. We are developing a major educational
project, in collaboration with partners, which will provide resources to support teachers in
delivering the GCSE.  We will work with the country’s best naturalists to provide webinars,
podcasts, training days, field trips and online resources that are tailored to the course. 

CURLEW ACTION
NATURE EDUCATION
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